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Claim LucidTalk can see through
VPNs challenged by Ulster expert

Anexpertoncybersecurityhas
cast doubt on LucidTalk chief
Bill White’s claims that he can
detect where people are based
eveniftheyare using a VPN.

The comments stemmed
from ‘The Nolan Show@yester-
day, when Mr White stressed
that he only accepts a certain
number of responses from
each geographic area, to make
suretheresultsare reflective of
the society as awhole.

Mr Nolan asked how he can
know “people are telling you
thetruth” when they give their
location, since these days “the
IPaddress could very, easily be
distorted with a VPN”.

Mr White replied; “No, no,
that’s not right Stephen ... you

Copyright material — reproduced under license.
No further copying (including printing, digital reproduction / forwarding) is permitted except under license

Bill White

can actually trace, Stephen,
where a response roughly
comes from - quite rightly not
down to aprecise area, but you
can say they’re from south Ar-

magh or they’re from north
Down or south Belfast.”

Kevin Curran, professor of
cyber security at Ulster Uni-
versity, said: “A properly con-
figured VPNwill hideaperson’s
true location. The only IP ad-
dress a site such as LucidTalk
would see is the actual IP ad-
dress of the VPN.

“There can of course be cas-
es where a poorly configured
VPNdropsthe connection,and
therefore leavesthe true IP ad-
dressvisiblebut thisshould not
happen in the vast majority of
cases...

“Iwoulddispute LucidTalk’s
claimthattheycanidentify the
true location of users who use
aVPN.




